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EU Green Power Transformation Forum Workshop 

Underlines Renewable Electrification Potential in 

Eswatini 

The Alliance for Rural Electrification (ARE), Business Eswatini (BE) and the Renewable Energy Association 

of Eswatini (REAESWA) organised the EU Green Power Transformation Forum Workshop on the 9th of 

November 2022 in Mbabane. The event was held with the support of the European Union (EU) Delegation 

to Eswatini and the two European programmes GET.invest and GET.transform. 

This hybrid workshop convened public and private sector representatives to enable business partnerships 

and knowledge sharing to catalyse investments and power sector reform to support the energy transition in 

Eswatini. The workshop was a great success, with more than 80 participants joining the debate and 

discussing opportunities for the energy transition in Eswatini on-site and over 50 people following the 

workshop online. 

The agenda was opened by Constance Vanzuydam, Chairperson of REAESWA, and followed by welcome 

notes from ARE, GIZ, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Energy and the EU Delegation to Eswatini 

before moving on to presentations on the basics of renewable energy, the legal and policy frameworks of 

the country with a focus on the 2050 Energy Master Plan Eswatini. The existing generation investment 

plans and some examples of success stories in the country were also shared with the participants. 

The workshop then continued with two roundtables on the role of different actors in the renewable energy 

sector of the country and bankability and project financing. A final panel discussion addressed the skilled job 

force for the Eswatini renewable energy sector. 

The event was hosted in the context of the EU Green Power Transformation Forum, which included the 

launch of a country window of the impact investment facility Electrification Financing Initiative (ElectriFI), as 

well as the launch of the Eswatini country window of GET.invest and GET.transform, which are supported 

by the EU, Germany, Sweden, the Netherlands and Austria. ElectriFI is set to increase access to clean 

energy in Eswatini through providing suitable finance to companies and project developers. Hand in hand 

with this, GET.invest and GET.transform will deploy their global services and tailor them to the local 

requirements. More concretely, they will leverage their expertise on the private and public sector to support 

conducive renewable energy sector regulations and mobilise investments in private renewable energy 

projects. With this holistic approach, the new country windows thus contribute to developing truly viable 

energy sector solutions in Eswatini. 

Dessislava Choumelova, EU Ambassador to Eswatini pointed out: “We are pleased to see these 

experienced programmes starting their work in Eswatini now. We believe the workshop and programmes 

will be the starting point of a new era for the renewable energy sector in Eswatini in bringing together all 

relevant actors to discuss all the key drivers for a good business environment for renewables.” 

“The workshop was a great kick-off for the activities of GET.invest and GET.transform in Eswatini. Bringing 

together renewable energy stakeholders from both the public and private sector, it allowed us to establish 

http://www.ruralelec.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZHehlKLdHg&list=PLFdwaJCu4-DINpW5pZLVF53q70fFxYhZd
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the common ground and the valuable links we need to help advance Eswatini’s energy transition” 

summarised Ferdinand Nell, Country Coordinator for GET.invest and GET.transform Eswatini. 

Overall, the EU Green Power Transformation Forum Workshop stressed how renewable solutions in 

Eswatini’s energy mix are a prerequisite to meeting the country's aim of universal access to clean energy 

while ensuring that sustainability remains a key pillar in these efforts. 

Jens Jæger, Director of Policy & Business Development at ARE underlined that: "Building on Eswatini's 

commitment to renewable energies, we are happy to see significant momentum for the clean energy 

transition in the country. ARE is looking forward to further support Eswatini in reaching its universal 

electrification and climate change targets through moblisation of the decentralised renewable energy 

industry." 
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Note to the editor 
 
The Alliance for Rural Electrification (ARE) is an international business association with the aim to promote a 
sustainable decentralised renewable energy industry for the 21st century, activating markets for affordable 
energy services, and creating local jobs and inclusive economies. ARE enables improved energy access 
through business development support for more than 200 Members along the whole value chain for off-grid 
technologies. 
 
Business Eswatini (BE) is the leading private sector business organisation acting as a bridge for cooperation 
between business, government and organised labour on efforts to help remove barriers to trade, mobilise 
investment, foster a good environment for business, and promote good practice in corporate governance and 
corporate citizenship. Business Eswatini represents more than 80% of big businesses in Eswatini. 
 
The Renewable Energy Association of Eswatini (REAESWA) promotes the use of Renewable Energy 
Technologies in Eswatini. 
 
The European Union (EU) is an economic and political union of 27 European countries. It is founded on the 
values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human 
rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. It acts globally to promote sustainable 
development of societies, environment and economies, so that everyone can benefit. 
 
The Delegation of the European Union to Eswatini was opened in Mbabane in 1976 and it’s a fully-fledged 
Delegation as from 1 October 2013. The EU Delegation to Eswatini is responsible for managing diplomatic 
relations between the EU and the Kingdom of Eswatini. These relations cover political relations, development 
cooperation, economic and trade relations as well as other areas of mutual interest between the two partners. 
The central objective of this partnership is to reduce and ultimately eradicate poverty through sustainable 
development, the progressive integration of Eswatini into the world economy and the promotion of the rule of 
law, democracy and human rights. 
 

http://www.ruralelec.org/
https://www.ruralelec.org/
https://business-eswatini.co.sz/
https://european-union.europa.eu/index_en
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The Eswatini Country Window of GET.invest and GET.transform is part of the respective global programme; 
both of which are part of the European multi-donor platform Global Energy Transformation Programme 
(GET.pro), and supported by the EU, Germany, Sweden, the Netherlands, and Austria. 
 
GET.invest supports investments in renewable energy. The programme targets private sector business and 
project developers, financiers and regulators to build sustainable energy markets in developing countries. 
Services include finance access advisory, market information, a funding database, and matchmaking events. 
Since 2022, GET.invest powers the Team Europe One Stop Shop for Green Energy Investments, an access 
point for information about and facilitated access to European support and financing instruments for energy 
projects and companies in Africa. GET.invest works closely with initiatives and business associations in the 
energy sector. 
 
GET.transform is a technical assistance programme supporting national and regional partners and institutions 
in advancing their energy sector transformations. As an internationally recognised hub of expertise, the 
European programme delivers on key areas of the energy transition: energy planning, on- and off-grid 
regulation and markets, and renewable energy grid integration. Deriving global best practices and adapting 
standardised tools to local needs, GET.transform enables partner countries and regions to develop conducive 
framework conditions for large-scale clean energy deployment.  
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