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|. Introduction
The “power” of electricit

@

The provision of electricity has a significative social impact.  The
Improvement of communication and social activities, as well as health
and educational services and facilities will improve living standards
and therefore prevent urban migration, provide a stronger sense of
community, reduce mortality and improve gender quality

Electricity has also a substantial impact in terms of economic
development by increasing productivity and economic growth .
The use of electricity to extend the total numbers of productive hours
available, to enable the access to information, to increase life
expectancy, to develop higher literacy rates or to set up small
business, will certainly contribute to the sustainable development of
rural communities



Il. Renewable Energy technologies — a new energy model
Changing patterns
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Conventional patterns of energy production are not always able to
provide electricity to rural communities. Renewable energy sources

are currently one of the most, if not the only, suitable options to
supply electricity in fragmented areas or at certain distances from the

grid

Off grid applications, based on the generation of renewable energy
power on site through the installation of stand alone power systems in
rural households along with micro-hydro power plants and the set up
of electricity distribution mini-grids fed by RES have proven capable
of delivering high quality and reliable electricity
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1. The Alliance for Rural Electrification
A tool for sustainable development
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The Alliance for Rural Electrification (ARE) is an international non-
profit organization founded in 2006 by the most important European
renewable energy Industry Associations, EPIA (PV) , ESHA (Small
hydropower), EWEA (wind), EUBIA (blomass) GWEC (wind). The
association is also currently integrating renewable energy players
active in the field of rural electrification

ARE was created in response to the need for access to sustainable
electricity in the developing world, and to facilitate the involvement
of ARE members in emerging rural energy markets

The greatest strength of ARE is its robust industry-based approach
coupled with the ability to combine different renewable energy
sources in order to provide more efficient and reliable solutions for
rural electrification
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lll. The Alliance for Rural Electrification
Objectives
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Raise and increase awareness of the potential of renewable energy
as one of the most suitable solutions to provide electricity, notably
within rural areas, as well as an effective tool in the fight against
climate change and poverty.

Accelerate and support the deployment of renewable energy
technologies within developing countries by thoroughly disseminating
knowledge and information to all actors involved.

Stimulate the private sector involvement  (technically and
financially) in the developing world

Serve as a platform/meeting point for all renewable energies to
generate a common approach towards rural electrification

Generate financial resources for rural electrification
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1. The Alliance for Rural Electrification
The European Sustainable Enerc
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To carry out our objectives and to convey our messages;, we are
developing a number of activities, including the set up of different
working groups , the generation of communication tools and an
extensive campalgn of promotion and dissemination  or renewable
energies as one, if not the only, of the most suitable solutions for rural
electrification

The European Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW) represents an
excellent opportunity to disseminate our messages and to push
forward renewable energy technologies  not only in Europe but also
in the rest of the world

The EUSEW provides an outstanding framework to strength
International cooperation for development and to support the
Implementation of energy policies, legislation and market conditions
that alleviate poverty, including the enhancement of the role of
renewable energies for rural electrification



lll. The Alliance for Rural Electrification

The event of ARE within the EUSEW

As Campaign Associates of the Sustainable Energy Europe
Campaign (SEE), we are organizing at the EUSEW the sole event
focused on rural electrification, where we would like to:

- increase your awareness of the potential that renewable energy
technologies have to increase electricity rates in the developing
world;

- stress out the need to develop the appropriate financing tools
adapted to the scale and the technology involved,;

- illustrate the commitment of the private sector  towards sustainable
development;

- show the state of the art of the off grid markets and

- explain the existing European Initiatives/policies to promote
renewable energies for rural electrification



Thank you for your attention!

For more information please visit our website www.r uralelec.org
Or contact:
Paula Llamas Simon Rolland
ARE General Secretary Communication officer
re@ruralelec.org dev.com@ruralelec.org



